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12. THE TEACHER'S TASK
As indicated in the preface, an effort has been made in the
pages that follow to trace stages in the development of linguistic
ability in various directions. Full account has been taken of the
work already done by others, and on the basis of agreed results
and in the belief that genetic sequence characterizes all forms of
linguistic development an attempt to carry the subject further
has been undertaken by means of tests specially devised for the
purpose.
But it must always be remembered that the linguistic develop-
ment of children can only be studied successfully when it is
regarded as of a piece with mental development as a whole.
To persons of simple faith it may seem that all we need do in
order to ensure the linguistic progress of children is to supply
them with a vocabulary and a stock of everyday phrases and
sentence-forms, together with their dictionary meanings, and a
few elementary instructions for their use. The desire of teachers
to increase vocabulary in children is almost universal. The truth
is, of course, that with a good many children this practice may
not unfairly be likened to presenting them with a large assort-
ment of parcels of varying value and interest which it is beyond
their capacity either to pack together (supposing they wanted to
do so) or, when packed for them, to carry. In other" words,
linguistic ability is not merely the ability to memorize words and
phrases with a view to being able to reproduce them more or
less mechanically upon the receipt of a given cue; it is the ability
to make intelligent use of words for the purpose of defining our
thoughts and feelings as clearly as possible to ourselves, and of
expressing them, when necessary, as clearly as possible to others,
in order to share our experiences with them, to bring about their
intellectual enlightenment or to influence their behaviour. And
this being so, no genuine enlargement of vocabulary can be
secured except through an enlargement of the understanding,
and equally no development of sensitivity in the use of language
except through a general quickening, maturing, illuminating,
and energizing of the mind in all its functions.